that we owe the discoA*ery of the cause of the epidemic of peripheral neuritis in the midland counties of England during the summer and autumn of 1900. The cases were thought at first to he due to alcohol, hut symptoms such as erythema, keratosis, pigmentation, and herpes zoster were found.associated with those which might have been due to alcohol. This led to the supposition that arsenic might be present in the beer ?for practically all the patients were beer drinkers. The supposition was converted into a fact by the discovery of arsenic in the beer. These discoveries were immediately extended by Dixon Mann, Delepine, and Tattersall, who traced the contamination to certain sugars used in brew-
ing, and thence to the sulphuric acid employed in making these sugars from cane sugar and starch.
The original source was found to be the Spanish pyrites from which the sulphuric acid was made. The brewing sugars from one firm only were found to contain arsenic, but as this firm supplied no less than 200 breweries in the north of England and the midland counties, the [ 
